
 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO GREATER CHINA! 
__________________ 

 
A shipowner’s guide to regulatory compliance 

__________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST, 2015 



 

 

 

Table of Contents 

 

 

Introduction   1 
 

Acknowledgements   1 
 

People’s Republic of China   3 
 

Hong Kong   7 
 

Republic of China (Taiwan)   8 
 



  

 

A
m

er
ic

an
 C

lu
b 

– 
W

el
co

m
e 

to
 t

he
 G

re
at

er
 C

hi
na

! 
 A

 s
hi

po
w

ne
r’
s 

gu
id

e 
to

 r
eg

ul
at

or
y 

co
m

pl
ia

nc
e 

1  

 
 

Welcome to Greater China! 
A shipowner’s guide to regulatory compliance 

 

Introduction 

The American Club is pleased to present the attached summaries of key regulations of which 
shipowners should be aware when trading to and from the People’s Republic of China, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan.  This document focuses on issues of safety, maritime security and marine 
environmental protection which are unique to locations in Greater China. Members should also 
note that, in regard to most of these requirements, the Club also provides additional guidance, 
materials and services to assist them in achieving compliance.  These are noted in the 
appropriate places herein. 

Members are urged to liaise with their local agents in advance of trading to the People’s 
Republic of China, Taiwan and Hong Kong for detailed guidance and assistance as to the rules 
which may apply to them.  In addition, Members are invited to contact the Managers who will, as 
always, be pleased to help. 
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Disclaimer 

The information presented in Welcome to Greater China! A Shipowner’s Guide to Regulatory Compliance is for 
general guidance information purposes only. While the American Club makes every effort to ensure that the 
information contained in the document is accurate, neither the American Club nor its Managers warrant that the 
information is correct or timely and no reliance is to be placed on the information. 

Neither the American Club nor its Managers shall be liable for any injury, loss, expense, claim, or damage, including 
but not limited to any indirect, special, incidental or consequential damages of any kind, whether based in contract, 
tort, strict liability, at law or otherwise, arising out of or relating in any way to the use of, or inability to use, this 
guidance. 

Moreover, the information in this guide should not be construed as evidence of any contract of insurance and should 
not be regarded as evidence of any undertaking, financial or otherwise, on the part of the American Club or its 
Managers to any other party. Furthermore, nothing in this guide should be construed as an indication that the 
American Club or its Managers hereby consent either to act as a guarantor or to be sued directly in any jurisdiction 
whatsoever. 
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Table: Regulatory Regime for Greater China 

 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

Subject Summary American Club guidance/references Other relevant guidance/references 

ENVIRONMENT 

Regulations of the 
PRC on the 
Prevention and 
Control of Marine 
Pollution from 
Ships:  Pollution 
clean-up contract 

This requirement applies to 
owners/operators must enter into a 
pollution clean-up contract with a Maritime 
Safety Agency (MSA) approved ship 
pollution response company (SPRO) before 
the ship enters a PRC port if the vessel 
meets the following criteria: 

(a) any ship carrying polluting and hazardous 
cargoes in bulk; or 

(b) any other ship above 10,000 GT. 

These requirements do not apply to Hong 
Kong, Macau or inland waterways in China 
PRC except the seaports of Nantong.  

Please refer to the following Club circulars 
regarding the MSA's SPRO requirements: 

Circular No. 25/15 (New requirements for SPROs) 

Circular No. 36/14 

Circular No. 39/12 (IG recommended spill 
contract) 

More information can be found at the website of the Marine 
Safety Administration (MSA) at http://en.msa.gov.cn. 

The list of MSA approved SPROs can be found by clicking here. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Supplementary 
Notice on the 
Implementation 
of Regime of 
Agreement for 
Ship Pollution 
Response 

The signees on behalf of ship operator to the 
Ship Pollution Response Agreement shall 
conform to Article 18 of the Detailed Rules. 
For ships calling at several Chinese ports, the 
agent authorized by shipowner(s) may sign 
Ship Pollution Response Agreement with the 
ship pollution response organizations in 
each port. 

X 
More information can be found on the required agreement for 
ship pollution response by clicking here. 

http://www.american-club.com/files/files/cir_25_15.pdf
http://www.american-club.com/files/files/cir_36_14.pdf
http://www.american-club.com/files/files/cir_39_12.pdf
http://en.msa.gov.cn/
http://en.msa.gov.cn/index.php?m=content&c=index&a=lists&catid=316
http://en.msa.gov.cn/index.php?m=content&c=index&a=show&catid=28&id=8
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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (cont.) 

Subject Summary American Club guidance/references Other relevant guidance/references 

ENVIRONMENT 

Discharge of 
sludge: Bohai Bay 

Vessels are required to discharge sludge 
before departures from the following ports 
in the Bohai Bay:  Yingkou (including 
Bayuquan), Jinzhou, Huludao, Qinhuangdao, 
Jingtang (including Caofeidian), Huanghua 
(including Cangzhou), Laizhou, Longkou, 
Yantai, Dalian and Tianjin Xingang. 

X 
Further information regarding the discharge of sludge 
requirements for Bohai Bay can be found by clicking here.   

ENVIRONMENT 

Asian Gypsy Moth 

Vessel departing from Asian Gypsy Moth 
affected area (including Japan, Korean, 
China and far eastern Russia) to NAPPO 
member countries (including U.S, Canada, 
Mexico) shall acquire a "Certification of 
Freedom from Asian Gypsy Moth Onboard" 
before departing the affected countries. 
 
The China Certification and Inspection Group 
is the only certified agent to provide “non 
AGM onboard certificates”.  Members 
should correspond with their agents in order 
to acquire the required certificate. 

A summary of the requirements for compliance 
can be found at the American Club website at 
Member Alert dated 21 April 2014. 

Concerns regarding the Asian Gypsy Moth for the People's 
Republic of China apply to all ports in northern China, including 
all ports north 31° 15´ from 1 June 2015 to 30 September 2015.  
 
Further information can be found by clicking here. 

  

http://www.american-club.com/files/files/China_Pollution_FAQs_8_Jan_2014.pdf
http://www.ccic.com/web/static/catalogs/catalog_english/english.html
http://www.american-club.com/files/files/MA_042114_USDA_Update_Asian_Gypsy_Moth.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/gypsy_moth/downloads/2015-Joint-AGM-bulletin-USDA-CFIA-pre-season.pdf
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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (cont.) 

Subject Summary American Club guidance/references Other relevant guidance/references 

SAFETY 

Ebola Virus 
Disease 

On 9 July 2014, China’s Administration of 
Quality Supervision (AQSIQ), Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, National Health and Family 
Planning Commission and National Tourism 
Administration jointly issued the Notice on 
the Prevention of Africa Ebola Virus Disease 
into China. 

The notice states that carriers of vehicles, 
container, cargoes, luggage and parcels from 
Ebola affected areas should cooperate with 
local CIQ’s quarantine inspection before 
their entry into China. 

The American Club maintains regular updates and 
guidance on Ebola Virus Disease and other 
infectious diseases. These can be found on our 
website at http://www.american-
club.com/page/infectious_diseases. 

Further information on the details of this quarantine inspection 
program can be found by clicking here. 

MARITIME 
SECURITY 

Vessel Notice of 
Arrival or 
Departure (NOAD) 

The operator of a vessel, or her agents, shall 
submit an application of vessel calling at a 
Chinese port and report required 
information to local marine security 
authority 7 days before arrival or from 
departing another Chinese port.  Vessels 
must depart the Chinese port within 24 
hours after received clearance. 

NOAD details can be arranged through the 
vessel's local agent. 

X 
The detailed requirements for ship reporting can be found at the 

MSA’s website by clicking here. 

  

http://www.american-club.com/page/infectious_diseases
http://www.american-club.com/page/infectious_diseases
http://www.huataimarine.com/index.php?m=newscon&id=361&twoid=395
http://en.msa.gov.cn/index.php?m=content&c=index&a=lists&catid=262
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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (cont.) 

Subject Summary American Club guidance/references Other relevant guidance/references 

MARITIME 
SECURITY 

Dangerous goods 
(DGs) cargoes 

Vessels carrying DGs to, through, or out of 
Chinese ports shall report to local maritime 
security authority 3 days before 
arrival/loading. This must include a DG cargo 
manifest listing of the DG commodity name, 
nature of cargo, quantity of cargo and cargo 
stowage plan. 

These declarations for carriage of DG 
cargoes can be made through the vessel's 
agent. 

X 
Further information on requirements for carriage of dangerous 
good and the form of TRANSPORT DOCUMENT FOR GOODS BY 
SEA (PACKAGE) can be found by clicking here. 

MARITIME 
SECURITY & 
SAFETY 

Pilotage 
requirements 

Vessels entering or exiting port, or shifting 
locations within the port, are required to do 
so with the assistance of a pilot to be 
assigned by the port superintendence 
administration. 

Pilotage arrangements can be scheduled 
through the vessel's agent. 

X 

As per the Maritime Traffic Safety Law of the People's Republic of 
China, Article 13 states that vessels of foreign nationality 

entering and leaving a harbor of the People’s Republic of China, 
navigating or shifting berths in the harbor area, or approaching 
or leaving mooring points or loading spots outside the harbor 

must be navigated by a pilot designated by the competent 
authorities. 

The full text of the Maritime Safety Law of the People’s Republic 
of China can be read by clicking here.  

 

  

http://en.msa.gov.cn/uploadfile/2012/0522/20120522041441487.xls
http://en.msa.gov.cn/uploadfile/2012/0522/20120522041441487.xls
http://en.msa.gov.cn/index.php?m=content&c=index&a=lists&catid=276
http://www.american-club.com/files/files/Maritime_Traffic_Safety_Law_PRC.pdf
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HONG KONG 

Subject Summary American Club guidance/references Other relevant guidance/references 

ENVIRONMENT 

Air Pollution 
Control (Ocean 
Going 
Vessels)(Fuel at 
Berth) Regulation 

Ocean going vessels of 500 GT or greater 
must burn 'compliant fuel' that meets any of 
the following requirements while at berth in 
Hong Kong:  

(a) low sulfur marine fuel, i.e. marine fuel 
with sulfur content not exceeding 0.5% by 
weight;  

(b) liquefied natural gas; or 

(c) any other fuel approved by the Director 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) on the 
ground that its use can achieve SO2 
reduction at least as effectively as the use of 
low sulfur marine fuel. 

Reference to burning low sulfur fuel at berth in 
Hong Kong can be found at Member Alert dated 
10 July 2015.  

Click here for the detailed requirements set forth in Air Pollution 
Control (Ocean Going Vessels)(Fuel at Berth) Regulation  
 
In addition, a series of FAQs regarding pollution related matters 
and SPROs can be found by clicking here.   

MARITIME 
SECURITY & 
SAFETY 

Pilotage 
requirements 

Pilotage is compulsory in Hong Kong and all 
vessels over 3,000 gross tons (GT) must have 
a pilot onboard when navigating in the port. 
Vessels over 1,000 GT which are carrying 
dangerous goods are also required to carry a 
pilot. The pilotage service is available 24 
hours a day. 

X 

More information can be found regarding pilotage requirements 
within Hong Kong waters at 
http://www.mardep.gov.hk/en/pub_services/ocean/pilot.html. 

The pilotage booking forms for Hong Kong, as well as other forms 
for other port formalities can be accessed at 
http://www.mardep.gov.hk/en/forms/home.html. 

SAFETY 

Typhoons and 
ships at berth 

In the event of typhoons, vessels must leave 
the berths at the port. 

X 

Vessels can apply for the use of Hong Kong typhoon shelters.  The 
application forms for entering typhoon shelter permits for Hong 
Kong, as well as other forms for other port formalities can be 
accessed at http://www.mardep.gov.hk/en/forms/home.html. 

http://www.american-club.com/files/files/MA_071015_NewLowSulfurFuel_Regs.pdf
http://www.american-club.com/files/files/MA_071015_NewLowSulfurFuel_Regs.pdf
http://www.american-club.com/files/files/Air_Pollution_Control_Hong_Kong_2015.pdf
http://www.american-club.com/files/files/China_Pollution_FAQs_8_Jan_2014.pdf
http://www.mardep.gov.hk/en/pub_services/ocean/pilot.html
http://www.mardep.gov.hk/en/forms/home.html
http://www.mardep.gov.hk/en/forms/home.html
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REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN) 

Subject Summary American Club guidance/references Other relevant guidance/references 
Regulations 
Governing the 
Approval and 
Administration of 
Direct Cross-Strait 
Sea Transport 
Between the 
Taiwan Area and 
the Mainland Area 

Taiwanese regulations prohibit ships from 
trading navigating directly between ports in 
Taiwan and Chinese mainland areas. 
 
Fines between TW$ 3 to 15 million will be 
levied to the shipowners for any violation to 
this regulation.  If shipowners have any 
doubt relating to direct sailing regulation, 
they should check with their agents. 

X The regulation details can be found by clicking here.  

 

http://www.american-club.com/files/files/Taiwan_China_mainland_trade_regulations.pdf

